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churches. Writing on the ethics of conformity, a well-known
writer on ethical subjects says : "The student of history sees
that hypocrisy and insincere conformity have always been
the besetting vice of the religious, and a grave drawback to
their moralising influence. Just as lying is the recognised
vice of diplomats, chicanery of lawyers, and solemn quackery
of physicians."

<( Tell a lie and shame the devil " is a proverb that origi-
nated from a church whose early representatives, according
to Lecky, " laid down a distinct proposition that pious frauds
were justifiable and even laudable."

A question of some importance in relation to lying is the
lie of necessity. Is lying under all circumstances wrong, or
are there conditions under which it is permissible or neces-
sary ? " In the case of sexual gratification, of marriage, of
food eaten by cows, of fuel for a sacrifice, of benefit or pro-
tection accruing to a Brahman, there is no sin in au oath " :

says the Code of Manu. But in the matter'of lying Buddhism
is uncompromising; although it attaches great importance to
the motive* that determines an action. Its only behest is :

Speak the truth with discretion, but always be truthful; never
alter or disguise the truth whatever may be the case ; love
the truth even to martyrdom.

V. +You shall not eat or drink anything that may intoxi-
cate.

" The house-holder who delights in the Dharma should

* In the sixth lecture of Sutrakritanga the Buddhists are sev-
erely ridiculed toy the Jains for maintaining that it depends upon
fche intention of a man whether a deed of his be a sin or not.

f The ten sins which should not be committed are generally
enumerated as follows : (1) Killing a living being (pranatipada) ;

(2) Stealing (adattadana); (2) Committing adultery (.kamamithya-
chara); (4) Lying (mrshavada); (^5) Slander (paicunya) ; (6) Abu-
sive language (parushya); (7) Frivolous talk (sambhinnapralSpa);

^8) Avarice (abhidhya); 9) Evil intent (vyapada); (10) False
view (mithyadrshtx). But in the treatment adopted in this book
drunkenness (surapana) has been made the fifth evil, as its avoid-
ance finds a place in the yancha q~jla, which are obligatory on all
Buddhists. The evils represented by (6) and (7) in the above list
have been incorporated and dealt; with together.